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In Acts 16 we read: "And on the sabbath we went out of the city by a river side where
prayer was wont to be made; and we sat down, and spake unto the women which resorted
thither. And a certain woman named Lyda, a seller of purple, of the city of Thyatira,
which worshipped God, heard us. whose heart the Lord open that she attended unto the
things which were spoken of Paul. And when she was baptized, and her household, she
besought us, saying, If ye have judged me to be faithful to the Lord, come into my house,
and abide there. And she constrained us." (vs. 13-15). How did the Lord open her heart?
Does He do the same thing to people today? Does this imply the necessity of a direct
action of the Holy Spirit? Is it possible to know and obey the will of God without divine
intervention in our lives?

Look carefully at this immediate context. Notice that they "spake unto the women" (vs.
13), and Lydia "heard us" (vs. 14), and she "attended unto the things which were spoken
of Paul" (vs. 14). It seems clear that the means by which Lydia's heart was opened was by
the Word of God. There is nothing mysterious here. Rather, it is a demonstration of the
power of the gospel (Rom. 1:16), and an example of God's plan for "preaching to save
them that believe" (1 Cor. 1:21).

Whatever the Lord did, and however the heart of Lydia was opened, it was the same thing
that occurred in every other case of conversion in the book of Acts. Remember, God is
"no respecter of persons" (Acts 10:34,35). On Pentecost they "heard" and were "pricked
in their heart" (2:37). On that day many "gladly received his word and were baptized"
(2:41). Other examples abound in the book of Acts that directly link the teaching of the
word with a heartfelt, obedient response (4:4, 8:12, 13:12, 13:48, 15:7, 16:32-33, 17:32-
34, 18:8, 19:5).

The Lord “opens” hearts today in the same way He always has -- through the preaching
of the Word.



